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Introduction
I guess like many of you I didn’t take much notice of the outbreak of
covid 19 in Wuhan, China at the end of 2019. It wasn’t that I didn’t
feel for the people living in that area, but like so many other events
that happen around the world, we tend to ‘isolate,’ ourselves from
something that doesn’t really affect us, at that moment. This killer
virus however quickly spread around the globe, bringing not only
death and sickness, but  major economic challenges. 

We were and continue to be at the time of writing this short booklet,
ordered to stay indoors to stop the spread and save lives. Weeks of
self-isolation and not being able to get back to ‘normal’ activities,
have taken their toll. We read of increased levels of anxiety,
domestic abuse and general mental health challenges. Covid 19 is
an enemy that has come to kill and destroy. History, however,
teaches us that such challenges bring out the best and worst, in
people

Local heroes have risen from amongst us in the wings of the NHS,
and other front-line, key workers who not only help to keep us safe
but have enabled our economic structure to continue to function, at
least enough to keep us living.

Biblical history has a similar template. When we read through God’s
Word, we see that there has always and will always be hope during
struggle and adversity. 
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This short booklet (taken from a mini-sermon series during the  covid
19 lockdown),  is a book of hope. Its aims are quite simple, to show
you that God walks through this current pandemic with you, as He
walked with so many others in the past and will continue to do so
during this pandemic. It has been written in a way that you will
hopefully look up the various Bible passages for yourself, so
encouraging you into His Word where you will find Hope and
perhaps new understanding in your walk with the Lord.

My prayer is that you will be drawn into the Word of God, as you
spend a little time reading this booklet. As you read and study
Scripture,  I pray that God will open your eyes as you allow His
Spirit, that lives in you, to be filled with knowledge of Him as He
leads you beside still waters. 

Thankyou for taking the time to read this little booklet. Know that you
are loved by the One who came, lived and died for you.

 

 Isa. 26:3 (The
Passion translation)   

"Perfect, absolute peace surrounds those whose imaginations are
consumed with you; they confidently trust in you"



Peace be with you

Page 4

“Peace be with you”

(Jn. 20:19)
In John 20:19-23 Jesus appears to the frightened disciples who were
hiding behind a locked door (v19), in a room (possibly the upper
room) and says,  (v 19). If you think about this, it
was quite a remarkable thing to say. Some of Jesus’ followers had
witnessed the arrest and horrific death of their Master, so how could
they have peace knowing that the mobs who condemned Jesus,
could just as easily condemn them, and demand the same
punishment?

‘Peace be with you’

In these days of continued lock-down, worry and anxiety, I wonder
how we allow the words of Jesus,  to anchor us
in a place of reassurance and peace? If we continue to read John
20:19-23, we get the answer!

‘Peace be with you,’

John tells us that Jesus repeats    in verse 21, just
before He commands the disciples to go into the world, as the Father
sent Him into the world. In order to do this, Jesus has another Divine
act to fulfill; before He commissions them to go out and preach His
Name, with power and peace, He must first breathe the Holy Spirit
upon them (v 22).

‘Peace be with You,’
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Jesus breathed peace upon His disciples as they prepared to go out
into the extremely challenging situations of their day, to proclaim His
message of Hope. These early followers of Jesus moved from a
place of fear and hiding into a place of Holy power and Victory as
they received the Hand of God in their lives. 

It is the same for us today. To have peace during persecution, trials,
challenges and daily living, Christians must rely upon God’s strength
and not their own (see Prov.3:5).

God’s Spirit, God’s power, God’s Holy peace lives inside each born-
again believer. When we come to faith, we receive Christ’s perfect
and complete Spirit inside of us (see Gal. 2:20). Christ, who lives
inside all those who have come to faith, represents power, love and
discipline that enables us to live in peace, no matter what comes our
way (see Tim. 1:7). 

Jesus tells us in John 17 that we are not of the world and that we
belong to God, not the world, and therefore live differently to those
who do not yet know Christ as their Saviour. If we truly recognise the
power that Christ has given us through the Holy Spirit, then we begin
to live as conquerors and not as those who lie under the world’s
chains of anxiety and negativism (see Romans 8:37); a world that
offers little hope, particularly in a time of crisis. God 's Word tells us
that when we go through seasons of challenge but remain in Him,
then great blessings flow (see Job.42:10). God is the same today,
tomorrow and forever (see (Heb.13:8), and continues to sustain us
through difficult times and continues to bless us at the end of them,
when we place our trust in Him. 
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When we seek the Father’s will in our lives, He draws us into a place
of peace as we rely upon Him, who continually speaks to us in our
spirits. When Jesus breathed upon the disciples in Jn. 20:22, He
breathed Hope, Love, Power and Peace. John 14:16-17 tells us that
the Holy Spirit is our Comforter, our Helper, and is Truth. It also says
the world cannot know this Truth because it does not abide in the
Truth of Jesus Christ. As believers, we must rest in this place of
comfort, reassurance and Truth as we trust God during these times.

This current pandemic I believe, is bringing people to their knees. I
believe we are witnessing a world-wide awakening. In Jeremiah 4:1
God says to the nation of Israel to ’ as they continued
to worship idols and live unholy lives; I believe He is saying this to
the world today. We know God will work through this current
pandemic to redeem humanity onto Himself, pouring out His
blessings upon those who enter and remain within His Kingdom,
here on earth. 

‘Return to Me,

This virus has forced us to question many things, including our
relationship with God. God is drawing us back into a deeper
relationship with Him, through the power of the Holy Spirit because
of Jesus’ sacrifice and victory on the Cross.
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As we stay behind doors in this season, I wonder could we use some
time to reflect upon our relationship with God, seeking His peace.
God calls us into a place of victory and peace as He ministers to us
during this lock-down. He calls us into a place of proclaiming His
Name in this season of opportunity as we witness to those around
us. The first disciples used the Roman roads to spread the Good
news of Jesus Christ; today we have new roads in which to travel to
spread Hope- the internet. Modern technology has given us
opportunities that are new and transforming, enabling evangelists
to travel around the world in seconds with the message of Love over
fear.

God's Word reminds us that we have nothing to fear when we stand
firm in the faith (see 1 Cor.16:13-14). A life dedicated to releasing
people from chains of anxiety is a life spent for the Lord. 

In the seasons after this current lockdown, many stories will be told
of how people, around the world, got through the days of covid 19,
but no greater story can be told of how Jesus came and gave His life
so that we might be free from the shackles of the enemy who comes
to destroy. 

Be a blessing today as you proclaim the words of Jesus to a
frightened group of people who may have lost hope, ‘Peace be with
You.’



God and the coronavirus

Page 8

Self-isolation & Jesus!

(Lk: 24:13-35)
I wonder have we ever thought about what Jesus would have done if
He had of walked the earth in this time in God’s history? Our Bible
passage takes us further into the time period between the
resurrection of Jesus and His ascension (Lk. 24:50-53). 

This passage, known as  has been studied
and written about over many centuries within Christian thought. It is
a powerful reminder of God’s mission, on earth, up until the rapture
of the Church and then the return of Jesus. 

‘The Road to Emmaus,’

This passage reminds us that Jesus’ mission on earth did not finish
at the Cross or His resurrection. When we study God’s Word, we
quickly see that the Risen Christ was, and still is, busy building His
Church here on earth, until His return. 

To answer my question at the beginning, we must dive into this
passage and draw out not only its meaning but equally allow God to
speak to us through it.
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In Luke 24:13-35 we read about two disciples who were journeying
away from Jerusalem after the death of Jesus. They had journeyed
around seven miles from Jerusalem (v13) and were heading towards
Emmaus. We read further on in the passage (please take time to
read and study this passage as you will discover great truths), that
they were aware that Jesus had risen (v22-24). 

I began to ask as I read this, why then were they leaving Jerusalem?
Surely if you had heard that Jesus had risen you would have stayed
a while longer to see if it were indeed true? It seems Cleopas (one of
the two- v18), and the other disciple, had been part of the wider
group of disciples. They knew about the sightings of Jesus and knew
where the eleven would be after their encounter with Jesus (v33), so
they would have been aware that Jesus said He would rise on the
third day.

I began to think about the context of that time. Jesus had been
crucified, creating much fear amongst His followers; could it be then
that these two disciples were self-isolating for fear of death from the
Jews? We already know that the disciples were in a lockdown in the
upper room (see Jn. 20:19), after Jesus had been crucified for fear of
what would happen to them if they were found, so perhaps these two
disciples were equally on the run and heading to a safer
destination? 

In contrast we see Jesus continuing to build His Kingdom, despite
the fear all around Him. Jesus did not self-isolate or go into a
lockdown but instead continued in His mission.
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In our Bible passage we read that Jesus meets the two disciples on
the road to Emmaus. He asks them what they were talking about.
Jesus corrects them in their confused thinking, shares a meal with
them, where the two suddenly see that it is Jesus who is with them,
and then run back towards Jerusalem to tell the others. Their
encounter with Jesus caused them to put all their original fears
behind them and head back to the place that they were running from
because Jesus did not fear what His followers were afraid of.

We learn several things from this passage but I want us to focus on
the actions of Jesus rather than the two disciples. Before Jesus
appears to the two on the road to Emmaus, the disciples were in
hiding and were beginning to disperse. Fear gripped them and
discouragement filled the air. Jesus then appears and things begin
to quickly change. 

We read in this Bible passage that through an encounter with the
Risen Lord, the two discouraged disciples who were walking away,
turned around and headed back to be reunited with the eleven,
because of Jesus. The fear and anxiety that gripped the early
followers of Jesus was dispersed because Jesus appeared.

In 1 Cor. 13:13 Paul tells us to abide in , with 
, and as we ponder the powerful love of

Jesus Christ, we see that it brings faith and hope in the middle of
life’s storms. The two disciples in our passage only recognise Jesus
as they shared a meal, telling us that we need to spend time with
Jesus as we journey not only in these days but for the rest of our
lives. 

faith, hope and love love
being the greatest of these
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Jesus spent time with the two disciples at their request. He was in
fact going to continue with His journey back to Jerusalem (see v28-
29), but they invited Him in, to share fellowship. This tells us that we
need to invite Jesus in when we are surrounded. The apostle John
reminds us in Rev 3:20 that Jesus ,'
and that we must welcome Him in as the Spirit of God will not force
His way into our lives.

'stands at the door and knocks

The two disciples were so caught up in their confusion as they
headed back to Emmaus that they did not initially recognise their
Master. When we allow circumstances to dictate what we feel and
how we feel, we leave Jesus at the door, (Who is knocking to come
in), and instead swim about in fear, anxiety, and disbelief. 

In contrast Jesus encourages them to vent their confusion in v19-24,
(see Ps. 116:1-4 and how great a listener the Lord is!), by simply
saying in v 19  He listens with love and quickly rebukes
their misunderstanding (v25-26) and leads them into God’s story of
redemption (v27), and freedom for all of humanity.

‘what things?’

James 4:8 declares, 
 reminding us that Jesus still seeks intimate fellowship with

you, through the One He left for us (see Jn.14:16-17). In our passage
we see that Jesus conquered so that we might live freely, without
fear and panic as we rest in Him, particularly in these times of self-
isolation. 

‘Come close to God and God will come to close
to you,’
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In John 16:5-15, Jesus told His followers that the Holy Spirit would
be with them, building them and encouraging them, just as He did
during His earthly walk, and because of His sacrifice. When Jesus
rose from the grave, the world moved, it could never be the same
again. Jesus came as a gift to all humanity, not all will receive Him,
but for those that do, a great reward of victorious living awaits.
When we really allow the peace of God to enter our hearts, we should
become excited and full of the joy of the Lord (see Romans 15:13).

In our passage (see v33), we read that the renewed disciples quickly
returned to Jerusalem to tell the others about the risen Jesus. They
suddenly realised, through fellowship with Him, that Jesus was the
Lord, the King, the One! They ran the seven miles they had travelled
(I’m guessing much quicker!), back towards Jerusalem with new
energy and enthusiasm. These excited disciples were heading back
to a place they once feared with new strength and vigor because
they spent time with God.

As we continue to spend time together through this period of
lockdown and self-isolation, I believe God is calling us to spend
intimate time with Him. Perhaps this current virus is allowing us to
come out of the past busyness of life to spend time with the One who
continually knocks at our doors.

Jesus told us that He came to bring fire to the earth and how He
wished it were kindled, (see Lk. 12:49), I believe we are living in a
time when the Holy Spirit is once again going to kindle the fire and
bring revival to our land. As the two disciples ran back to move
forward, I believe God is calling His people back to holiness in order
to step out in faith once covid 19 has been destroyed, and it will be.
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In our Bible passage we learnt that Jesus never self-isolates but that
the self-isolation of the disciples created space for them to meet the
Risen Lord. Through the Spirit, Jesus walks into our spaces where
He seeks quality time with us, so that we might recognise the One
who loves us and walk so forward in His Name. 

We notice in our passage that Jesus, being the guest, quickly
becomes the Host, reminding us that it is Him who guides and leads,
not covid 19, not fear and not anxiety. This current pandemic offers
distance apart but Jesus offers a coming close as you rest in Him. 

Gods Word tells us that the Lord has His eyes fixed on those who
come to Him (see Ps.34:15) and so Hears our concerns; this is
healing in itself as we come out of our confined shelters of self-
doubt, and loss of direction and fall into the Kingdom of God where
we find new direction, new life and renewed hope.

Know that that He is your King, your Redeemer, and your Lord, and
that nothing that comes from the enemy can keep Him away from
you. Be blessed as you are loved.
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Past, Present and Future Invitations

(John 10:1-10)
Over the last week I have been thinking about life before covid 19,
life during it and then what life might look beyond this virus. Before
this thief of a virus hit these shores, we lived in a particular way. We
are naturally people of habit and so would have gone about our
days, in the main, with routine tasks etc., giving us a sense of
security and fulfilment. Our past lives invited us into a way of life
that we had become used to.

When covid 19 arrived on these shores, life changed dramatically.
Our past routine has been taken from us. Suddenly, we have an
enemy in our midst that has come to take both life, as well as our
way of life. This virus has introduced a new way of life which
includes lockdowns, social isolations, loss of life, and an invitation
of fear. 

We yearn perhaps for our past way of life because it brings
familiarity and a sense of support, freeing us from this virus. We do,
however, have another alternative. 

As we patiently wait for Government restrictions to be slowly lifted,
life ahead invites us to newness. In our Bible passage Jesus invites
us into a new way of life; He tells us that sheep (us) need a shepherd
and that this Shepherd is Him.

So, what kind of new life does Jesus invite us into? Not only now but
beyond covid 19? 
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John 10:1-10 is in an invitation into new fellowship, new peace, and
new hope. In this passage Jesus tells us that He leads us into His
sheepfold. 

In Israel there were and still are two kinds of sheepfolds. The
shepherd in Israel has the option, depending on where he is, to
either rest the night lying across a three-walled sheepfold in the hills
where he becomes the door, or putting his sheep into a sheepfold in
a town that has a proper door, where he pays a watchman to look
after the sheep for the night. 

Our Lord is both the Door, and the Watchman. When we follow Jesus,
we are assured of His Presence all the time. Jesus is both the way
into the Kingdom of God (see Jn. 14:6), and the Protector, through His
Spirit, when we enter it.

Sheep naturally do not like being near fast flowing, troubled water
as they cannot swim and run the risk of falling in and drowning. In
Ps.23:2 we read that Jesus leads us besides still waters, where we
find refreshment to carry on. Jesus invites us into a place, away from
both the present fear and anxiety and perhaps the busyness of life
before, into a place of peace as we learn to trust Him, (see Mk.6:31). 
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Perhaps our past life was built upon structures rather than
relationships before covid 19 came. Perhaps we leaned too much on
our own strength as we rushed from one thing to another, forgetting
about Jesus, our Great and Good Shepherd, (see Eze 34 for a greater
understanding of good and bad shepherds). John 10:1-10 invites us
into close fellowship with Jesus where we learn to trust Him as we
listen for His voice in all that we do as we build our relationship with
Him.

Jesus tells us in this passage that thieves and robbers may try to get
into His fold (he was speaking about the religiosity of the Pharisees
in His day) to kill and destroy. As we journey together through this
current pandemic, fear, anxiety, and loss of a sense of direction
come to disrupt and cause us to panic. This thief however
underestimates the power of fellowship and community as he comes
amongst us. 

Over the last number of weeks, we have witnessed the power of
people coming together to fight this invisible virus within our
communities. I believe God is calling His Church, around the world,
to equally come together, to stand side by side, as we trust in the
Name of Jesus who protects and leads us into new pastures.

Peter reminds us in 1 Pt 3:8 that the Church of Jesus Christ should be
of "

therefore a
call to live together as a Kingdom community as we follow the voice
of the One who came to save us. 

one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers
and sisters, to be tenderhearted and to be courteous," 
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Jesus, our Great Shepherd, came to give us life abundantly (v10), so
let us take this moment in time to accept His invitation into new
pastures where He calls us His own. As we look back to move
forward let us grasp His Peace in His Fold as we support one
another knowing that our Great Shepherd leads His flock.

The thief amongst us is afraid of the Shepherd because He has
reclaimed the authority we lost in the garden of Eden. This authority
gives us the right to call upon the Name of Jesus as we travel
through all of life’s trials; the thief will want to steal you away from
this Divine Sheepfold. 

The current pandemic offers an invitation of fear; Jesus offers hope.
As we travel together through these days, we invite Jesus in as He
leads us towards deeper Kingdom Truths that the world does not
understand. 

The Father is reclaiming His lost sheep around the world as He
continues to build His Church; let us rest beside the still waters as
the Holy Spirit guides us to new life and new hope.

God is calling us into a present gift of Hope. He is calling us into an
eternal relationship with Him. Jesus says in Matthew 14:27, 

 so inviting us into His love as He
draws us away from fear. Will you accept Jesus’ invitation?

“"Take
courage, it is I. Don't be afraid,"
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(Kingdom Dwellers)

The God of Hope & Life

(Psalm 31)
Did God send the coronavirus?

This virus comes to take life, God gives life. This virus separates us,
God unites us. God sent Jesus. God sent LOVE. 

God cannot be judging the world right now through this virus, as
some have suggested, as He has already judged it through the life,
death and resurrection of our Lord. (see Isa. 53:5; Rom 3:25; 1 Pet.
2:24; 2 Cor. 5:21 etc.)

Our God is a God of hope and life, not death and destruction. As we
continue to journey together through this unusual time, we can be
assured that God journeys with us as Kingdom dwellers seeking His
will in all that we do, because Jesus paid the price so that we could
seek eternal life, with the Father, as Kingdom dwellers. 

Jesus told us in Matthew 28:20 that He is " , 
 so why then would He both be with us, guiding

and loving, and at the same time sending us death and disruption? 

always with us right to
the end of the age,"
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Kingdom dwellers seek God's love and abundant life, not fear and
death. John 10:10 says, 

 so the
line has been drawn between good and evil, between Kingdom
living and worldly living (see John 17) and Kingdom dwellers seek
the former, not the latter which seeks fear and disruption.

"The thief comes to steal and destroy, I came
(Jesus) that they (us) may have life, and have it abundantly,"

Psalm 31 gives us a good Biblical model of trusting God and seeking
His will and not the worlds as we live as Kingdom dwellers.  We read
that David, who is afraid and unsettled at this point in his life (see
verses 9-13), turns to God whom He trusts because he knows God is
with him. The message translation of Ps. 31 says that David '

  (v1), towards God because of the fear that surrounded him
due to impending threats. David knew and had experienced the love
of God in his life and so knew he could trust God with his life. The
difficult times in David's life became windows of opportunity that
allowed David to take refuge in the Lord where he submitted to God's
plan for humanity and his place in it. 

runs for
dear life,"

We too have been given a window of opportunity as we run to the
Lord. Like David we too can take refuge in the Creator of all things,
who holds everything under His Divine plan of redeeming the world
unto Himself, through Jesus and the Spirit. This time in God's history
has given us time to think about who we are in Christ (se 2 Cor. 5:17),
and our place in His story as we journey together as Kingdom
dwellers.
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This current pandemic has given the world a place to bond, rethink,
and re-organise their lives that reflects Kingdom living as they move
beyond the limitations of worldly living. We are witnessing
solidarity, never seen before on this scale. God is using this time to
ask us to run to Him for dear life, trusting as we do, submitting as we
arrive. Even nature seems to be healing in this window that we have
been given. 

Covid 19 has brought much death and disorder around the world
and we continue to pray for those grieving and those currently
fighting this enemy amongst us, but we must remain on course as
Kingdom dwellers, as we trust God.   

When we trust, we take refuge and believe that we are in safe
hands. Isaiah 40:31 reminds us that when we trust God we, 

 as
we rest in Him, no matter what we are going through.

"soar on
wings like eagles, run and not grow weary, walk and not be faint,"

Are we witnessing a taste of what life could be like as Kingdom
dwellers as we run to Him? 

David says in verse 3 of Psalm 31 concerning God, 
asking God to “  David knew

the Lord was with Him throughout his life; in the hills as a young
shepherd boy, when he defeated Goliath and eventually when he
became king. David knew the Lord and so trusted Him.

“You are my Rock
and my Fortress,” lead and guide him.”
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God wants an eternal relationship with each of us, He is calling each
of us towards Him in these days, asking us to trust Him, and Him
alone. 

God is sending us love, not death, at this time in His history. God is
telling us not to live in fear or anxiety because He is bigger than this
virus; He is our Rock and our Refuge in whom we seek shelter as we
trust in His Name.

God did not send this virus, no, but He did send Jesus, our Hope.
Jesus came so that we might be reconciled to the Father, through His
blood by the power of God's Spirit, so that we might live as a people
totally dependent on Him. Kingdom dwellers trust their Father.
Kingdom dwellers rest in His Word. Kingdom dwellers run to the One
who holds out His arms, (see the story of the Prodigal son in Luke
15:11-32). 

Psalm 31 draws into a Divine invitation to trust. David tells us what
he did in times of trouble in this Psalm. His life, for the most part,
was dedicated to the One who went ahead of him because he knew
that God would protect and guide, sustain and nourish in times of
trouble (see Ps.23). 
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As we journey through this challenging time we have a chance to
once again be filled with the love of the Father as we love those
around us. 

God is sending us hope and Kingdom Love as He draws us into life
together as Kingdom dwellers who should have eyes only for Him.
We are His chosen people who walk from darkness to Light (see
1Pt.2-10), as we stand on the Rock of Truth. 

This current pandemic has no power over God and as a
consequence, no power over Kingdom dwellers. Jesus tells us in
John 14 to believe in God and not to be troubled because "

 and that nothing can penetrate His love
for each of us. So let us, with the psalmist in Psalm 31: 24, stay strong
and "

as Kingdom dwellers who put their trust in Him.

He is the
way, the truth and the life,"

let our hearts take courage as we wait for and confidently
expect the Lord," 

 

Be blessed, be loved and be a blessing to others. 
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The way ahead

(received during a time of prayer)
The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are doing a Mighty work around the
world as they draw the nations towards themselves before the return
of our Lord Jesus Christ. A new song is being written. Jesus is at the
Right Hand of the Father (see Rom. 8:34 and other similar passages),
preparing. He says, 

 (Rev.22:13), and so a new age of
fellowship begins. The faithful will have their reward; for they have
sought Him and found Him. His Name will be proclaimed amongst
His sheep because they followed His voice. They are to walk Holy in
His sight, in power and glory. The nations will witness the glory of
the Lord as He walks amongst His people, declaring victory. His
people are His vessel, open carriers proclaiming Truth and
reconciliation. Be not afraid, for He is with you; seek and you shall
find; declare the Love of Him

“I am the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
the end, the first and the last,”

The enemy will try to thwart the plans of the Father, but His Word will
remain steadfast through all storms, and His Kingdom will come. The
Lamb upon the Throne will not be moved. Hold fast to the Truth and it
will set you free. Time has been given to us as a gift from the Father,
so do not forsake it, use it for the building of His Kingdom. Proclaim
the Name of the Lord and no one else. You have been called to walk
through the darkness that does not understand the Light that lives in
you. Lift up your hearts in worship for His power is in His people. The
enemy has been defeated. Peace be with you. 



S t e p h e n  T h o m p s o n  i s  a  M e t h o d i s t  m i n i s t e r  i n  I r e l a n d ,  m a r r i e d  t o
E l e a n o r ,  t h e y  h a v e  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n ,  J o n a t h a n ,  J o s h u a  a n d  A i m e e .
B e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  f u l l  t i m e  m i n i s t r y ,  S t e p h e n  w o r k e d  a s   b u s i n e s s
d e v e l o p m e n t  m a n a g e r ,  b a s e d  i n  B e l f a s t .  H i s  c a l l  i n t o  f u l l  t i m e

m i n i s t r y  b e g a n  i n  2 0 0 3  a n d  a f t e r  i n i t i a l  t h e o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s ,
S t e p h e n  w o r k e d  a s  a  L a y  P a s t o r  i n  t h e  B e l f a s t  a r e a  b e t w e e n

2 0 0 6 - 2 0 1 0 .  I n  2 0 1 0  S t e p h e n  c a n d i d a t e d  f o r  t h e  O r d a i n e d  m i n i s t r y
i n  I r i s h  M e t h o d i s m  a n d  a f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  a n  M T H  a n d  m i n i s t e r i a l

t r a i n i n g ,  h e  w a s  s t a t i o n e d  a s  a  f u l l  t i m e ,  o r d a i n e d  m i n i s t e r  i n
2 0 1 2 .  H e  c u r r e n t l y  m i n i s t e r s  t h r e e  C h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  B a l l y c l a r e

a r e a  b u t  w i l l  m o v e  t o  A n t r i m  M e t h o d i s t  i n  J u n e  2 0 2 0 .   

" F o r  t h e  l a w  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  L i f e  h a s  s e t  y o u  f r e e  f r o m  t h e  l a w  o f
s i n  a n d  d e a t h "  R o m a n s  8 : 2   


